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1-a) Student Response 1
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Score Point:  1

Although there are many text references from the writing samples, the student fails to
adequately address the task of recounting what he/she learned about writing from the portfolio
pieces.  Repeated declarations of the writer’s intent (I wrote about) emphasize that the focus is
off task—retelling rather than reflecting.
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1-b) Student Response 2

Score Point:  1

This response represents a vague attempt at critical reflection.  The student lists just three points
about writing in general, not linked to a specific piece.
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1-c) Student Response 3
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Score Point:  1

This response does not address what the student learned about writing from his/her paper, but
rather what the student learned about the topic of the essay.  This only underscores the
writer’s lack of understanding of the critical task at hand.
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1-d) Student Response 4

Score Point:  2

This minimal response mixes assertions regarding surface features of the student’s writing
(proper punctuation) with more important points regarding what the student learned about
writing (I need to put in introduction paragraphs, some of my sentences don’t make sense).
Though lacking in support and detail, these generalizations about writing are sufficient to achieve
a low 2.
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1-e) Student Response 5
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Score Point:  2

This student demonstrates some ability to reflect by stating one point he/she learned about
writing (support your opinion by using examples).  There is an attempt made to support this
point by a retelling of the student’s portfolio pieces and some very weak analysis.
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1-f) Student Response 6

Score Point:  2

Although the student addresses both portfolio pieces, support for the points made is very
weak.  The response is somewhat unclear, and is not developed enough for a higher score.
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1-g) Student Response 7

Score Point:  2

This student has included all the elements needed for a successful response: points of criticism
with some text references and analysis.  Further developed examples from the student’s portfolio
pieces would be necessary for a higher score.
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1-h) Student Response 8
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Score Point:  3

This student connects points of criticism with some general analyses and specific examples.
However, the example and analysis only somewhat support the point made concerning the
refinement of his/her statement.  This response has a sense of organization and demonstrates an
ability to reflect.
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1-i) Student Response 9

Score Point:  3

This response offers points of criticism supported by specific examples from the text or with
weak analysis.  More development would be needed for a higher score.
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1-j) Student Response 10
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Score Point:  3

The student offers points of criticism supported by specific examples from both portfolio pieces
in this response.  No critical reflection explains their significance, however.
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1-k) Student Response 11
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Score Point:  3

This strong 3 response offers two points of criticism the student learned from his/her portfolio
pieces.  These are supported by specific examples from the text and some significant analysis
in an organized response.
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1-l) Student Response 12
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Score Point:  4

This response offers clear points of criticism with supporting text reference or examples, and
some good analyses as to why these points are important.  There is a clear sense of
organization here.  This student demonstrates the ability to reflect critically.
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1-m) Student Response 13
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Score Point:  4

Points of criticism (vivid language, specific details) are supported with appropriate specific text
and strong analyses of their significance.  There is a strong sense of organization that moves
the reader through the text.
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1-n) Student Response 14
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Score Point:  4

This response remains focused throughout.  Significant points of criticism are supported with
specific details from the text and good critical analyses.  There is a strong organizational
strategy employed in this piece.
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2-a) Student Response 1
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Score Point:  1

This response is hampered by a lack of support in the form of examples and details.  The
poor use of writing conventions makes it difficult to read.  The response lacks clear direction.
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2-b) Student Response 2

Score Point:  1

In this response, ideas concerning being responsible for one’s bad behavior are given.  The little
development contained in the writing is overwhelmed by the repetition; however, there is some
sense of organizational structure.  Sentence structure and diction are generally correct.
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2-c) Student Response 3

Score Point:  1

This brief response is focused on being responsible for one’s actions under different
circumstances.  The response lacks development, and the point being made in the second
paragraph needs clarification.  The sentence structure and diction are generally correct.
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2-d) Student Response 4

Score Point:  2

This response focuses on how responsibilities change as one grows older.  Limited details are
offered (staying in school, starting a job, paying their bills).  The response is somewhat structured,
but the lack of a conclusion weakens it.  Sentence structure and word choice are rudimentary.
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2-e) Student Response 5

Score Point:  2

This response focuses on being responsible for your own decisions—although outside influence
can play a role.  The first example (appearance) offers some detail, but the second is poorly
developed and very weakly connected to the first.  There is evidence of structure and word
choice is appropriate.
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2-f) Student Response 6
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Score Point:  2

This lengthy response focuses on different examples of responsibility.  The ideas are somewhat
developed, but there is a lack of transitions between examples.  Although there is some vivid
word choice, the instances of inappropriate word choice cause confusion.
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2-g) Student Response 7

Score Point:  2

This response has the focus, organization, and structure of a scorepoint 3 paper.  More
development of the content would be necessary for a higher score.  The use of writing
conventions is not distracting.
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2-h) Student Response 8
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Score Point:  3

This expository response focuses on the stages of responsibility from early childhood to the late
teen years.  The organizational structure has a logical progression and is controlled.  The details
used to support each stage of responsibility are clear and specific; however, there is a lack of
transitions to help move the reader from detail to detail.  Errors in writing conventions are not
distracting and word choice is appropriate.



HST in Writing Spring 2001 Released Items

Page 44

2-i) Student Response 9
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Score Point:  3

This response is focused on the idea of one being held responsible for one’s behavior.  The
example of teen pregnancy is adequately developed.  The response is generally clear, but
ambiguities concerning “parents” occur, and the conclusion is not linked to the rest of the
response.  The use of writing conventions is not distracting.
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2-j) Student Response 10
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Score Point:  3

This response focuses on being responsible for your own behavior.  The narrative portion offers
supporting detail, but rich development is not present.  The organizational structure is functional.
Errors in writing conventions are not distracting, and there is some good word choice.
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2-k) Student Response 11
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Score Point:  3

This response is clear and focused.  The organizational structure helps control the flow of ideas.
Voice is present, adding to the quality of the writing.  Ideas are well developed but lack the
rich development of a 4-point response.
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2-l) Student Response 12
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Score Point:  4

This engaging expository response focuses on the stages of a young person’s life.  Control of
organization leads the reader easily through the piece and the theme is well developed.
Authentic voice is present.  The errors in writing conventions are not distracting in this
response.
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2-m) Student Response 13
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Score Point:  4

This response is clearly focused and developed with very specific details.  Control of
organization helps the flow of the writing.  Authentic voice and tone are present.  Variations in
sentence structure are evident.
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2-n) Student Response 14
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Score Point:  4

This focused, organized response is rich with detail.  The commanding use of voice and tone
compel the reader to continue.  Originality and strong control of language are also consistent
with the characteristics of a 4 paper.
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